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END  OF THE SPANISH MATCH.
the end was brought about. They were content to believe that Spain had been playing false and had been found out. Both the Prince and Buckingham were received with acclamations, as the saviors of the country. And the King being at last fairly delivered from the Spanish alliance, having no further hope to compass his ends by negotiation, and being prepared to sanction warlike measures, could now (as it seemed) go the same way with his people, and count on the cordial concurrence^and support of a new House of Commons. The experience of the last House being available for the next, they would know not only what they wanted but also how much they must be prepared to pay for it (for it could not be less than what had been announced as necessary in 1622): and there seemed to be no danger of any misunderstanding, provided disputes were not allowed to arise about abstract rights and constitutional doctrine. If their right to debate questions of peace and Avar were disputed, there would be no harmony. But that danger was happily avoided by an announcement from the King himself, that the principal cause of his calling this Parliament was " for their advice whether he should proceed any further in his treaties with Spain about the match for the Prince or concerning the restitution of the Palatinate:" that Buckingham would explain to both Houses the history of the negotiation and the present state of our relations with Spain, and they were to consider super totam materiam what was best to be done. The most patriotic member could hardly extract out of that an occasion to insist upon the right of advising without invitation or permission.
The story was told accordingly on the 24th of February : and with a view to the debate which was to follow, Bacon (to whom the turn of affairs must have been very welcome, this being the sort of accident which he had long looked forward to as the likeliest to rectify the relations between the King and people) drew up a sketch ofof it after they found that the advantages which each had expected from
